
 

You and I share a deep desire to improve public education for the 6.2 
million children who attend public schools in California. I want to 
introduce myself and begin a conversation about ways we can begin 
work together in 2014 and beyond to catalyze the critical work you have 
supported over the years. 

 
The Californians Dedicated to Education Foundation (CDEF) was 
envisioned by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson 
to initiate new philanthropic and private sector partnerships to more 
quickly and nimbly meet the dynamic needs of our children, teachers and 
schools on a statewide level. As a current school board member, 
education activist and mother of three public school children working 
and living in the heart of Silicon Valley, I am delighted to join CDEF as its 
CEO	  at	  a	  time	  of	  great	  opportunity	  and	  hope	  for	  California’s	  students.	  	   
 
Finally, after a long period of decline and transition, California is ready to 
lead again, and as one of the organizations charged with supporting and 
elevating	  the	  state’s	  education	  priorities,	  the	  CDEF	  is	  launching	  three	  
projects in 2014 that capitalize on the work we did together last year 
including: 

 
x Bringing more than 3,000 teachers and educators to San Diego for 

two days of inspiration and hands-on training in STEM; 
 

x Providing critical support to teachers and the education community 
making the shift to the California Common Core State Standards and 
the Next Generation Science Standards; 

 
x Team California for Healthy Kids – an initiative focused on access to 

healthy	  foods	  and	  physical	  activity	  for	  all	  of	  California’s	  students. 

Your support for public education initiatives is instrumental to our 
success.	  I’d	  like	  to	  hear	  what’s	  important	  to	  you	  this	  year	  and	  how	  we	  can	  
together	  build	  on	  the	  state’s	  resources	  and	  make	  California’s	  public	  
education system great again. 
 
Our first priority is exploring how you would like to participate in 
making our 2nd Annual California STEM Symposium at the San Diego 
Convention Center September 21-23, 2014. We are excited to bring an 
unprecedented 3,000 educators, teachers, foundations, employers and 
education technology providers together in your city at a critical time of 
STEM acceleration.  
 
 
Thank you again for your support for public education in California and I 
look forward to collaborating with you in the coming year. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Shelly Masur 
CEO, Californians Dedicated to Education Foundation 

 



 
 
 

2014 California STEM Symposium 
Invest in California STEM Education: Innovate, Integrate, and Inspire 

 
Californians Dedicated to Education Foundation, in cooperation with California Department of 
Education and the California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls, is proud to bring you 
the Second Annual 2014 California STEM Symposium on September 22 and 23rd, at the San 
Diego Convention Center.  

 
No other education event has the power to convene: 
x 3000 teachers and educators from across California 
x Whiz-bang science and math experiments for and with kids 
x Hundreds of stakeholders dedicated to improving STEM education 
x A marketplace of education supporters offering new technologies and approaches 
x Keynote speeches, special receptions, roundtable discussions and hands-on activities by national 

celebrities	  like	  last	  year’s	  Kareem Abdul Jabbar, Geena Davis, and astronaut Jose Hernandez. 
x Inspiring hands-on workshops that cover the gamut of STEM education – from increasing women 

leaders in technology to the maker movement, to outdoor and environmental education  
 

Last	  year’s	  STEM	  symposium	  generated	  headlines	  around	  California	  and	  the	  nation including: 
Thousands	  of	  teachers,	  students,	  and	  administrators	  are	  gathering	  for	  the	  first	  annual	  ‘stem’	  
symposium. The two day education conference promotes hands-on learning in the fields of 
science,	  technology,	  engineering,	  and	  mathematics” – NBC News 

 
 
With the implementation of Common Core State Standards and Next Generation Science Standards, 
now is the time	  for	  California’s	  education,	  philanthropic	  and	  business	  communities	  to	  help	  inspire	  
and educate teachers and create new ways to elevate STEM learning in every community.  
 
Symposium Focus Areas 

¾ California State Superintendent of Public Instruction Initiatives: Blueprints for STEM, 
Education Technology, Educator Excellence, Schools of the Future 

¾ Standards and Frameworks: Common Core State Standards, Next Generation Science Standards, 
Career Technical Education 

¾ Equity and Access: Increasing gender and ethnic diversity, bridging the digital divide 
¾ Career Preparation 
¾ Curriculum and Instructional Practices 
¾ Expanded Learning Time 

 
Symposium Objectives 

9 Improve STEM instruction by defining the “how”	  of how to teach and integrate STEM 
subject matter and how to make it relevant and engaging for all students. 

9 Connect	  teachers	  and	  organizations	  that	  are	  working	  to	  build	  tomorrow’s	  STEM	  workforce 
with like-minded partners and resources 



The premier sponsor position, guaranteeing widespread 
and customized visibility. 

keynote speaker 

Leading sponsor position guaranteeing widespread visibility. 
distinguished speaker 

STEM Master
$150,000

2 available

STEM Champion: 
$100,000

2 available

STEM 
Coaches
$50,000

STEM 
Teammates

$25,000

STEM 
Cheerleaders

$10,000
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