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Statement of Model Practice 

Priority 7: Course Access 

 

Summary: 

All students will have access to and enroll in a broad course of study that includes all of the 
subject areas described in Education Code Section 51210 for grades 1 – 6, and Education 
Code Section 51220(a-i) for grades 7 – 12. Programs and services are developed and provided 
to unduplicated students and students with exceptional needs to ensure that all students are 
enrolled and successful in a broad course of study. 

Desired Results: 

Programs and services supporting access to and enrollment in a broad course of study are 
developed and provided to students in grades 1 – 12 that account for the needs of individual 
students, including unduplicated students (i.e. English learners, low-income students, and foster 
youth) and students with exceptional needs. 

Elementary students in grades 1 – 6, including unduplicated students and students with 
exceptional needs, have access to and receive instruction in the following courses: 

1. English, including English language and literature and instruction in speaking, 

reading, listening, spelling, handwriting, and composition; 

2. Mathematics, including concepts, operational skills, and problem solving; 

3. Social Sciences, topics include the history of California and the United States of 

America, the development of the American economic system, relations of people 

to their human and natural environment, eastern and western cultures and 

civilizations, contemporary issues, and the wise use of natural resources; 

4. Science, including biological and physical aspects, with an emphasis on the 

processes of experimental inquiry and on the place of humans in the ecological 

systems; 

5. Visual and performing arts (VAPA), including instruction in the subjects of dance, 

music, theatre, and visual arts, aimed at the development of aesthetic 

appreciation and the skills of creative expression; 

6. Health, including instruction in the principles and practices of individual, family, 

and community health; 

7. Physical education, with an emphasis on the physical activities for students that 

may be conducive to health and vigor of body and mind, for a total period of time 

of not less than 200 minutes each 10 schooldays, not including recesses and 

lunch periods; and 

8. Other studies that may be prescribed by the local governing board. 

Students in grades 7 – 12, including unduplicated students and students with exceptional 

needs, have access to and receive instruction in the following courses: 

1. English, including knowledge of and appreciation for literature, language, and 

composition, and the skills of reading, listening, and speaking; 

2. Social sciences, drawing upon the disciplines of anthropology, economics, 

geography, history, political science, psychology, and sociology, designed to fit 

the maturity of the pupils. Topics include the government of California and the 
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United States of America, the American legal system, the juvenile and adult 

criminal justice systems, rights and duties of citizens under the criminal and civil 

law and the State and Federal Constitutions, the development of the American 

economic system, relations of persons to their human and natural environment, 

eastern and western cultures and civilizations, human rights issues, and 

contemporary issues; 

3. Foreign languages beginning not later than 7th grade; 

4. Physical education, with an emphasis on physical activities that are conducive to 

health and vigor of body and mind; 

5. Science, including the physical and biological aspects, with an emphasis on 

basic concepts, theories, and processes of scientific investigation and on the 

place of humans in ecological systems, and with appropriate applications of the 

interrelation and interdependence of the sciences. 

6. Mathematics, including instruction designed to develop mathematical 

understandings, operational skills, and insight into problem-solving procedures; 

7. Visual and performing arts, including dance, music, theater, and visual arts, with 

emphasis upon development of aesthetic appreciation and the skills of creative 

expression; 

8. Applied arts, including instruction in the areas of consumer and homemaking 

education, industrial arts, general business education, or general agriculture; and 

9. Career technical education designed and conducted for the purpose of preparing 

youth for gainful employment in the occupations and in the numbers that are 

appropriate to the personnel needs of the state and the community served and 

relevant to the career desires and needs of the pupils. 

 

Model Practices: 

Model practices may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Application and utilization of California State Standards;  

• Use of open source and online curriculum; 

• Implementation of Universal Design practices; 

• Offering a curriculum that is consistent with and supports diversity and cross-

cultural understanding; 

• Providing instruction in different learning modalities through the use of 

meaningful manipulatives and embedded experiences. 

• Staff professional learning on appropriate adult interaction styles; 

• Preparing a learning environment that is free from distractions; 

• Anticipating the academic and pedagogical needs of students in the 

preparation of the learning environment; 

• 1-to-1 Device Initiatives; 

• Offering courses and instruction that integrate multiple subject areas; 

• Course recovery programs that ensure enrollment in a broad course of study 

are offered to students to support on-time high school graduation; and 

• Schools and districts consider the pedagogical consistency of their programs 

and curriculum materials across classrooms and schools. 


