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Statement of Model Practice 

Priority 3: Parental Involvement 

 

Summary: 

All educators and families work as partners and share responsibility for student learning. 

Local educational agency staff at all levels create and sustain welcoming, inviting 

cultures to engage parents and families; honor and recognize families’ contributions; 

and connect family engagement to student learning. Families successfully engage in 

multiple roles as supporters, encouragers, monitors, advocates, decision makers, and 

collaborators.1   

Promoting Participation in Programs  

Desired Results: 

All parents2 participate in district and school programs, including programs for 

unduplicated pupils and individuals with exceptional needs, to improve student 

outcomes for all students, including unduplicated students and those from every 

subgroup (economically disadvantaged students, students from major racial and ethnic 

groups, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency, etc.) 

Model Practices: 

Model practices for promoting parental participation in programs may include, but are 

not limited to, the following: 

• Create and sustain a welcoming and inclusive environment;  

• Build and sustain respectful and trusting relationships between educators and 

family members;   

• Gather and use information by methods such as questionnaires, workshop 

evaluations, interviews, home visits, observations and focus groups to help 

understand parent and family contributions as well as their needs and 

expectations for their students; 

• Use data, research and parent input to plan and implement effective outreach 

to parents and families who may have barriers to participation, such as 

English learners, immigrants, migrants, foster youth guardians, families in 

                                                 
1 U.S. Department of Education. 2012. Partners in Education: A Dual Capacity-Building 

Framework for Family-School Partnerships. http://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-

community/partners-education.pdf (accessed January 5, 2017). 

2 Local Control Funding Formula regulations define “parents” as “the natural or adoptive parents, legal 
guardians, or other persons holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil pursuant to 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 361 or 727 or Education Code sections 56028 or 56055, including 
foster parents who hold rights to make educational decisions.” 

http://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf
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poverty, homeless families, individuals with exceptional needs, and families of 

incarcerated youth;  

• Ensure that district and school advisory groups reflect the diversity and 

demographics of the district and school communities; 

• Provide translation and supports for parents and families with a primary 

language other than English;  

• Schedule opportunities for parents and families to participate in school and 

district-supported activities at times conducive for full participation;  

• Provide interactive professional learning to develop the knowledge, 

understanding, skills and confidence of both educators and families to work 

together to support student learning, and to build learning communities and 

networks;  

• Foster meaningful two-way communication between educators and families 

across cultures and languages, using multiple communication methods and 

including two-way communication about student interests, needs, academic 

progress, attendance, risk factors, strategies for improvement, and college 

and career pathways;  

• Integrate parent and family engagement objectives/activities as a core 

component of all district and school improvement initiatives; 

• Provide resources and infrastructure to sustain systemic parent and family 

engagement; and  

• Annually assess the effectiveness of current parent and family engagement 

strategies and updating parent and family engagement plans. 

 

Seeking Input in Decision Making 

Desired Results 

The district provides opportunities for parents and families to learn about district and 

school plans, programs and activities, and to provide input into decision-making for the 

district and each individual school site. All parents and family members are assured the 

culturally appropriate and linguistically accessible supports and resources needed to 

take advantage of opportunities to provide input and participate in school programs. 

Parents and families utilize these opportunities to learn about the district and schools 

and provide meaningful input. Parental input is incorporated into district and school 

decisions. 

Model Practices: 

Model practices for seeking input and engagement may include, but are not limited to, 

the following: 

• Use data, research and parent/family input to plan and implement effective 

outreach to parents/guardians and families who may have barriers to 
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participation, such as English learners, immigrants, migrants, foster youth 

guardians, families in poverty, homeless families, individuals with disabilities, 

and families of incarcerated youth;  

• Ensure that district and school advisory groups reflect the diversity and 

demographics of the district and school communities; 

• Provide translation and supports for parents with a primary language other 

than English; 

• Schedule opportunities for parent/guardians to participate in school and 

district-supported activities at times conducive for full participation;  

• Provide professional learning that builds the knowledge, understanding, skills 

and confidence of educators to effectively engage parents in decision-making; 

• Provide professional learning that builds the knowledge, understanding, skills 

and confidence of parents/guardians to contribute to the design and 

implementation of plans to improve student outcomes and engage in 

decision-making; 

• Seek parent/guardian/community input and contributions from advisory 

groups, such as Parent Advisory Committee, English Learner Parent Advisory 

Committee and other district/site level councils and community advisory 

committees to inform district and school decisions; and 

• Communicate effectively about ongoing opportunities for parents to provide 

feedback in a way that meets families “where they are”-- such as a family 

resource center, an inbox/mailbox in school offices, a dedicated email 

address to receive input, and principal office hours that provide an opportunity 

for parents to meet with school site administrators. 

 

 


